
Canadian Westinghouse Model W-1156-X – Gerry O’Hara 

One of three ‘family heirloom’ radios brought in to the SPARC museum for repair/restoration by 
the same owner, this Westinghouse Model W-1156-X was a top of the line set in its day.  This 
imposing floor model sports a 9-tube line-up, including an RF stage, a push-pull audio output 
stage, bass and treble tone controls, a dual-cone 10 inch speaker in an infinite-baffle cabinet, 
push-button, motorized ‘automatic’ tuning and a ‘magic-eye’ tuning indicator  - quite an 
impressive specification.  

The cabinet was dusty, but otherwise in good shape, warranting minimal work to restore it to its 
former glory – some minor scratches need toning-in with touch-up markers and then a polish 
with ‘Howards’ was sufficient to restore the original deep lustre of the veneer finish.  A small 
patch of veneer was missing from one of the lower horizontal speaker ribs, but as it would entail 
significant effort to replace and tone in/refinish as the rest of the cabinet, and even then, likely 
still a visible repair unless the entire cabinet was re-finished, it was decided to leave it be as part 
of the ‘patina’ of this 72 year-old set (1939/40 model year). 

The chassis was found to be a 25Hz model, made for the Ontario market, thus having a large, 
heavy power transformer.  Some corrosion on the upper side of the chassis was noted (photo, 
below, right), but the underside, being enclosed with a tight-fitting base plate, was in very good 
condition.  Some evidence of earlier repairs were noted, eg. the two 0.005uF capacitors in the 
output stage anode circuits had been replaced, likely in the late-1950’s/1960’s.  Other than that 
the set looked all-
original. 

Chassis restoration 
comprised replacing all 
23 wax/paper capacitors 
and four electrolytics, 
including one 200uF 
100vw non-polarized 
electrolytic unit in the 
tuning motor circuit.  
Resistors were checked 
and generally appeared 
to be within tolerance, so 
were left in place, with 
the exception of one that 
was out of tolerance.  When function tested, it was noted that the magic eye tube (a 6U5) was 
very weak and the audio faded out after the set had been running for a few minutes – this was 
traced to a faulty 6F6 in the output stage (grid secondary emission issue).  The 6SF5 audio driver 
tube was also found to be weak and replaced.  The line cord was showing signs of age and was 



 

 

We hope you have enjoyed reading this article sample.  

Members of the Canadian Vintage Radio Society (CVRS) can download the 
entire article for free from the CVRS website at 
http://canadianvintageradio.com/articles/ 
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