Canadian Vintage Radios

May June 2004

When TV Came to Radio Supply Co. by Don Killips

| worked at Radio Supply asaradio technician.
Thecompany paidfor aTV correspondence course
by RCA Victor Co. Thiswasin1951 and it took 1
year tofinishal thelessons. Now | wasaTV
Technician. Oneday Mr Ted Sacker, the owner of
Radio Supply, came upstairsto wherethe service
shop was and he said asked to meto go downstairs
tohisoffice. | wondered what hewanted mefor
and | soonfound out. ThiswasinMay 1952 and
he said to me, “ You know, | am aRadio amateur
(Ham)” and | said, “ Yes, | know”. Alot of his
businesswaswith Hams, asthey built alot of their
own equipment, and purchased partsfrom him.
Lately hewasworking the 10 meter band asit
worksvery well with long hoursof daylight. June
21'<t, thelongest day of theyear, isthe peak of
reception on 10 Metersand from 4 PM to 8 PM
wasthe best time of theday for reception. “You
know” hesaid“receptionwasn’t nearly asgood this
year asyearsinthepast”. | wondered and asked if
heknew why. “Oh sure, itsthat darn TV interfer-
ence’. Well, | saidthat therearen'tany TV stations

broadcastinginAlbertaand anyway, TV signas
become very weak when you are 50 to 100 miles
fromthetransmitter, because they won’t follow the
curvature of the earth. “Where doesthisinterfer-
encecomefrom?’ Herepliedthat it originatesin the
USA about 1000 milesfrom here. They have TV
downtherein Salt Lake City, Seattle, Denver and
other citiessomehow it skips off the upper atmos-
phere and comesdown around here. Thisgave Ted
anldea.“l angoingtoorder aTV fromthePhilips
Company aswe deal withthem”. Hetold meto get
alargeTV Yagi 10 bar antennafor channel 3to 6
and put it up on theroof near the center of our
store. “Putit up 20feet highand runthetwinlead
downinto our store”. Thiswasdone. About 2
weekslater, the TV arrived. We unpacked and
hooked upthe TV. Hechecked out TVI on his
radio receiver and said he' d call mewhentheTVI
started. About 4:30 PM hecalled meand hesaidto
turntheTV on. “Try channel 2 or 3”. Pretty soon
some black barsfloated acrossthe screen. | set the
Horizontal Hold and Vertical Hold and adjusted the
finetuning and lo and behold apicturecamein. |
turned up the sound and audio wasthere. Every-
body inthe storewastotally amazed. Wewere
receiving Sat L ake City Utah and Denver Colorado
2full yearsbeforetherewas TV in Edmonton.
“Well”, hesaid, “letsmovethe TV tothefront of
the store so people on the street can useit”. Inno
timetherewereover 200 to 300 peoplewatching it,
even from acrossthe avenue. Wewerelocated on
theNorth side of 101A Ave. between 100 and
100A streets, across and to the east of uswasthe
Macleod Building. Weranthe TV every afternoon
for al of Juneandthefirst “2of July. After that it
becametoo weak to makeapicture. Anyway I’ll
never forget thelooks on peopl€e sfacesasthey had
never seen TV before. ThisTVI usedtogive
troubleto peoplein poorer reception areas. For
CFRN (channel 3). It made barsfloat through the
picture and sometimesthe TV picturewould
dominatethe screen. Whencable TV arrived, this
put an end to thisproblem.
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Basement that | don’t liketo show or eventalk
T h e about. Sometimeswe can befooled by what
appearsto beaniceold radio andit turnsout to be

R anightmaretorepair. | haveafew RCA’'s, GE's,
M a g | C Philco’s, aKolster and anold Victor that | would
rather forget. But for now they livesafely inthe

gloomwaiting for futureattention. | havehad a

B asemen t recurring dream. | pick up theclassified adsinthe
paper and read thisadvertisement “ For sale. Zenith

“ Stratosphere’” model consoleradio owned by an

Rodger Henly older lady who only used it on Sundaysto listento
church services, $17.50" and when | get thereshe
An authors note regarding this article that appeared hasjust sold it to adealer for 6 bucks. | told my
“ Radio Waves* now Canadian Vintage Radios. | analyst about it but hethinksradio collectingis
wrote thisin April of 1999 and received a great weird anyway. Onamore positive note, afew years
response from the members and readers. | have ago | wasat afleamarket looking for old radios
made a few small changes but it is very close to the and aman | had struck up aconversationwith told
original. Hope you enjoy. meof an old radio he had seenin asecond hand
storeupidand. Now | must explain“upidand’. |
After afew yearscollecting and repairing antique liveinVictoriaBC on the southern end of
radios| havenever tired of thethrill infindinga Vancouver Isand so every thing northis, you
collectableradio. ThOUgh | must ajmlt, notal my finds guewj it’ “ up idand”. Thenext day | drovetothis
havebeenreslly greet acquisitions. Thereareafew shop and there, dirty, scratched, missing thedial

dudshidden away inthedark end of theMagic




lamp hood, but complete, wasan RCA Radiola18
from 1928. The shopkeeper assured methat he had the
speaker for it around somewhere and when hefound it
hewould call me. Hedidfindit exactly oneyear later,
andyeshedid call and now | haveagreat |ooking
Radiola 18 with matching speaker inaprominent place
intheMagic Basement. If you specidiseinacertain
type or make of radio you can be morefocused inyour
search but thefrustration level can also bevery high. |
started out collecting old communi cationsreceiverssuch
asHallicrafters, Nationalsand Hammarlundsand this
led meto old wood and plastic setsand to many
different makesand models. | now have crosssection
from Atwater-Kent to Zenith and lotsin between
resding hereintheMagic Basement. If | haveany
advicefor anew collector itistolearn every thingyou
can about that radio you havejust found and thisnew
found knowledgewill hepimmensely asyou collect
moreradios.

A very interesting collectable
arrived at the Magic Basement courtesy of KenAllison
,our esteemed editor. ItisaZenithmode 75 hearing aid
from 1947 that uses peanut tubes. Compared to the
modern hearing aiditisquitelargeand clumsy. Zenith
started making thesein 1943 and continued throughout
thewar. It wastheir expertiseinthistechnology that
lead tothetransistor hearingaid (the“Roya T”) and
then ultimately totheir first and probably their finest
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transistor radio, the Royal 500, that continued intheline
until 1963.

We havejust survived arotten wet, and miserable
winter and with thesummer sun hereat last | got to
thinking about portableradios. Thefirst rea battery
radio wasmade by Zenithin 1923 and called the
“Companion”. Thiswasatruly portableradio that could
betuned without opening the case and was compl etely
self contained. It was used by Commander Donald B.
Macmillan during hisfamousArectic expeditionin 1923
and released to the publicin 1924. Therewere many
portable radios manufactured during the 1920'sto the
50'sand | haveafew examplesin the Magic Basement.
Thereisare some Zenith Transoceanics, aRoyal 1000,
an L600, and my favouritetheA600. And | amost
forgot, alarge Zenith model L-507 bc band only
portable | have somenice plastic portablefromthe50's
includingaCGE model C-607 “Mingtrel” with 4 tubes.
A similar 4tube Silvertoneplasticmode, andanold
(1946) Motorolamodel HS-7 in awooden casewith
cloth covering. RCA isrepresented by aBP61X bc/ sw
radioin abeautiful red plastic case. | haveincluded
some photos of someof these“ niceoldradios’. | hope
you have enjoyed your visit to the M agic Basement and
if you have any comments, or questions| am aways
happy to hear fromyou al. | can bereached at (250)
595-6358 herein Victoriaor by Email
<rhenly@pacificcoast.net.
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Saskatchewan Spring Show and Sale in Regina

Back inthe prior century, really just the early months
of 1997, CVRS Saskatchewan rep Roy Sawley along
with hisside-kick Stan Marlin decided that perhapsit
wastimeto arrange a Saskatchewan get-together for
vintageradio buffs. To createthat first show aloose
unionwasformed withthe ReginaAntiqueAuto
Association, agroup who had already staged many
showsfeaturing vintage automotive equipment. Stan
and Roy convinced two other radio hobbyists, namely
Joe Veeder from Moose Jaw and Bob Grochol ski from
Reginato bring material to add to theshow line. That
first meet went of f with enough successtowarrant a
similar effort thenext year and onand onit went, up to
the 2004 meet recently held thefinal weekend of April.

Thisyear’'smeet, the 8". consecutive Spring gathering
in Regina, was deemed atremendous success. Roy,
Joe and Stan set up their wares on Friday but Bob, the
other founding member, unfortunately was ableto make
only abrief appearance Saturday morning. Other spots
weretaken by Sid Swedenski from Rocanville (his
third consecutive gppearance) and newcomer, CVRS
member John Reitmeier from Lumsdenwhichfilled out
thelist of vendorsfor thisyear.

Traffic started d owly on Saturday but by mid-morning
most of the SK hobbyistshad arrived and radio
storytelling, gear swapping and buying fromthetables
wasinfull swing. Joe showed avintage Westinghouse
RCunit builtinto atall cabinet, araresight at any radio
show and it ultimately went to anew home. Older sets
werereadily availableason other tableswerefound a
Westinghouse 57 Special, an RCA Radiolalll and
quiteanumber of battery operated Atwater Kents. By
strange coincidence, therewere enough Marconi phone
model 8 parts setsamong the vendorsto makeone
completeunit.

Dal e Jensen from Redvers added somematerial to
Roy’stableand included wasthe most beautiful
Mercury Super 10 that thisprovince hasever seen. Il
encloseadigita photo of the set and hopethereis
enough spaceavailableso dl canview thisddight.
Newcomer John brought awealth of large consolesto
the event plusanumber of boat anchor sized drug store
tubetesters so extraspacewasallotted to him for the
Sunday show. Sid'stablefeatured many NOSvintage
partswhile Roy and Dalemainly showed setsfromthe
late‘ 20s. A beautiful Philco 20 from that tableisnow

delightingitsnew owner.

Members Bob Tomlinson and Al Deegjourneyedto
the meet that morning from the Shaunavon-Swift
Current areas (a4 Y2 hour drive) while Norm Smythe
from Birtle(MB) and theAshwicksfrom MedicineHat
(AB) madetheir usud interprovincid treks. Many
membersaveraged from 3to 4 hourstravel timeto
attend themeet. Asistypical of our unpredictablelate
April westher, wewere surprised by windsgusting from
theWest up to 100 km/h Saturday afternoon and the
city of Reginawaslocked in asevere dust storm by
midafternoon.

Many contactswere made and trap lines set. Some of
the newer collectorsinthe provinceare showing up
regularly at the Reginashow asit seemsto bethemain
attraction for the province' shobbyists. Thisyear’s
success guarantees acontinuation of theApril meet for
2005.

Eventscomeand go, someruntheir coursewhile
some always seemto be ableto find that second wind.
Thefedling isthat the Reginameet hashad agreat run
and will beamuch anticipated event well into thefuture.

Such was not the casefor the Fall meet, the
combined SK-MB venturedid not get off theground in
2003 but asmaller one-day affair arranged by SK
membersDale Jensen and Ken Parr washeld at
Estevan inthe SE corner of the provincelast September
to accommodate interested hobbyistsfrom Manitoba
and Eastern Saskatchewan.

Perhaps membersfrom each province should study
the CVRS calendar of eventsand seeif thereisa
possibility of arranging sometypeof interprovincia
exchangeto themutual benefit of al chapters. Oneidea
that | can suggest iscar-pooling to an out of province
event. Maybeadistant club could contribute material
that one or more members could transport to and vend
at a"new tothem” event.

| believethat the key isto keep personal involvement
at theforefront and exchange materialss, cultivateideas
and createfriendshi psamong membersof thisgreat
hobby. Asaclub member saidto meat the Regina
show: “Meeting theindividua sfaceto faceand having
thispersona contact ismuch moreimportant to methan
smply buyingasetthru’ the sterility of theinternet”. |
rest my case plusthose empty tombstones| didn’t sell
at Regina —San Marlin
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Saskatchewan Spring Show and Sale in Regina
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Clockwisefrom top left:

Joe Veeder cranks, Bob Tomlinson
&Al Deeg, Stan tunes Stewart Warner,
New vendor John Reitmeier, Sid
Swedenski with Bosch speaker, Norm

Smyth and Stan duel over Baby Champ
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power resstorswereall else, and the
tune up wasabreeze-everything isso
nestly inorder there. The4th tuning

VICTOR 140 by Bill West-Sells

I had bought four radiosfrom gang, a2nd RF amp, isused only
Kevin Gulewich of Port forband“D”. Thereisan extra
Alberni, and having audio amp-and alow passfilter
restored the to boost bass, that'saniron

three, corechokein serieswiththe
audiosignd.Asforthe
boom boxeson either side
of the spesker, isthere
anything new under the
sun?But theredl
work wasinthe
wood. After aday
with Circa1850
the beauty
emerged and |
fetsck.l'm
thinking that
weding

timeto
tackle
the
monstrous

Victor,the shedwith
worst job but it'sfans
themost ‘ A\ W > 2 2 would
potential. In \ L BN N . : » make
1976 | sold one \; ' ‘ " y

likeit for $35.00 0
that wasin good

condition. | confessl|

paid $100for this,

finishlooking likea

sunburn, no veneer ona
loosetop, a“Pigina
poke”. | beganwithasigh,
and therealization of what
Beethoven meant whenhesaid
that hedid dread the beginning of
agreat work. “But onceintoit, it
goes.” FirsttheElectronics. The

finishing
shop, andthe
cat doesn’'t go there. |
invested in somelacquer and
toner thistime, shellaced thelegs,
andlacquered over everythingincluding the
shellac. During this processawinter storm blew out

capecitorsweren't bad. A brittlegrid : our Sayward power, right inthemiddleof thefinal

cap wireto an RF amp had shorted to lacquering and I’ m feeding air tomy tank with abicycle
ground. The loudspeaker had an open  fieldcoil-uh-  pump! Would you believe, thishappened again onthe
ohyou say. But thisoneisnot aserieschoke, it'sa next radio. A final comment, about 6 months|ater,
wasteful drainonthe B+ so atrip to thelocal stereo something went wrong. My lacquer jobislooking like
storegot meapair of trade-in 10 PM speakersfor Mars- tiny crackslikescratchesareforming. Ah, but it
$40, and now it’slesswork for the power supply too. islooking moreauthentic!

. A disconnected chassislink on rear and two burnt out Bill West Sdls
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Wanted & for Sale & Trade
As a member of the CVRS you may place up to 5 free ads in each publication of “Radio Waves”. Up
to 20 words are allowed per ad. Please include your name and address along with your phone #

and or E-mail.

Advertising is accepted for Item’s related to radio Communication Etc. only.

All Items must he described fairly; any reproduction, reprints and not original items must be so
|dent|f|ed Advertlsers must agree to respond promptly to mqurres and orders to resolve problems

Tube testers are like people. ) . . N
Some are optimistic, some are pessimistic. For Sale: 1948 Chisholm Radio 10" speaker

When you ask asingle onefor advice, you will generally ~ 1ngood condition asking $20.00http:/
get a consistent answer. members.shaw.calpanel 56/fs/speakerl.jpghttp:/

If you ask five of them the same question, you will get members.shaw.calpanel 56/fs/speaker2.jpg For
five widely differing answers. Not one of them can give Sale: 1948 Chisholm Floor model radio

you “THE answer” because in the beginning, they areall  turntable(for parts?) $5 http://members.shaw.ca/
calibrated to start with, against a“known” “good” tube... panel 56/fs/turntabl etop.jpg hitp:/

They are afun part of our hobby, but like the rest of the members.shaw.calpanel 56/fs'turntabl ebottom.jpg
universe, the more you know, the more you realise you For Sale: 1948 Chisholm ChassisC/W

g‘;‘ft |kg(|);vr'i<'e tubes,dial id tag etc $10 http:/

y membersshaw.calpandl56/fs/chisholmdial jpg
Take your old AC radio camping this summer: http://members.shaw.ca/panel 56/fs/
Honda EM500 ac/dc generator, $225.00 Darryl Clarke  chisholmfacejpg http://members.shaw.ca/panel 56/
156—9080 198th st. Langley, B.C VIM3A4 604 fs/chisholmtag.jpg http://members.shaw.cal
513 9441 panel 56/fdchishombackjpg Call Paul

For Sale: High voltage film (Orange Dip and Tubular Wan %Oﬁl\ e‘% CBE%IEG%Aggﬁ ﬁ? 97 e
Axial), silver mica, ceramic disc and electrolytic (both lcﬁ'"nlature 5 tube design
axial and radial) capacitors for tube radios. For pricelist contact

and product info, please contact Dave Cantelon, 42

Clematis Rd., North York, Ontario, Canada, M2J James Jamieson 604 528 0453 teradio83@telus.net
4X2 ; phone 416-502-9128; Email:
justradios@yahoo.com or visit our WebSite:
www.justradios.com

An Imperfect “ Twenty”

A Perfect “Ten” “Please Mr., Can you fix my Dad’s
radio?
| didn’t meantodrop it”
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DEAS ISLAND REGIONAL PARK

Riverside @ H Cravosend Reach

Picnic
Area

Richmond

HOW TO GET THERE

From the Queensborough Bridge
southbound, continue on Hwy,
91A and cross the Alex Fraser
Bridge. Take the River Rd. exit

'} and travel west along River Rd.
about 8 km.

Horseback Rid
From Hwy 91, travel north EExE:ﬂ Trail |__.__M____.

_uiﬂn-__rnku:_niﬁﬁw_ﬁmm_ _u
Take the River Rd. exit and travel E LY.

west along River Rd, about 8 km. Hzﬁr
From Hwy 99, take the River Rd, | [ Tree Line

A5 Group Campground
E Historic Bullding

g i % exit (exit #28) at the south end
/ s H of the George Massey tunnel, and mwoﬁ_._
f =g m-..“uﬂn travel 2.5 km east to the park, A, Gate
al
Dhistrict

Eagionsl Porba Dopartmen|



